






















CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Gary Macrides
To: John Gabbard; Matthew Pagano; Jamey Federico; Mike Frost; Michael Villar; Shayna Sharke; Holly Martino
Cc: Shayna Sharke
Subject: Mission Hospital Laguna Beach Should Remain a Full-Service Emergency Department
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2026 4:19:26 PM
Attachments: Mission Laguna Closure .pdf

You don't often get email from gmacrides@surterreproperties.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Honorable Mayor Gabbard and City Council,
 
I am writing to respectfully urge the City of Dana Point to take a stand with and to
send a letter of support to Laguna Beach urging them to take to take every possible
action to preserve Mission Hospital Laguna Beach as a full-service acute care
hospital with a 24-hour Emergency Department.
And also, perhaps add as an agenda item on the City Council Agenda for discussion.
 
The loss of our community hospital would have far-reaching consequences—not only
for Laguna Beach, but also for Dana Point and indeed Laguna Niguel, Aliso Viejo,
Monarch Beach, South Laguna, and the millions of residents and area visitors who
rely on this facility every year.
For coastal communities, emergency care is measured in minutes. During peak
tourist seasons, Pacific Coast Highway congestion, wildfires, landslides, or other
emergencies, transporting patients to Mission Viejo or Newport Beach can add
precious minutes when treating heart attacks, strokes, traumatic injuries, drowning
victims, and other life-threatening medical emergencies. The loss of local emergency
services would also place additional strain on neighboring hospitals and emergency
medical systems throughout South Orange County.
 
Our community deserves a transparent discussion about every available option
before such an essential public safety resource is lost.
 
I have attached a fact sheet outlining the history of service reductions, recent
investments elsewhere within the Providence system, and the potential impact that
the loss of emergency services would have on South Orange County for your
reference.
 
The Laguna Beach hospital has faithfully served our community since 1959. It was
built by the community seeing a need for local care after a Laguna Beach officer was
shot and died after not being able to receive immediate care — it is a cornerstone of
public safety and an essential part of our emergency preparedness infrastructure.
I have respectfully asked the Laguna Beach City Council to use every resource
available to protect this institution and to ensure that no option is left unexplored
before emergency and acute care services are lost. The residents of Dana Point
would appreciate your participation at any level.
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Why Mission Hospital Laguna Beach Should Remain an Acute Care Hospital with a Full-


Service Emergency Department 


 


In January 2026 Providence Mission Hospital CEO Seth Teigen stood before the Laguna Beach City 


Council stating that the local hospital’s emergency room and acute care services were “not part of the 


long-term plan” 


1. Providence Has Chosen to Invest Elsewhere While Reducing Laguna Beach Services 


Providence has publicly committed to a major $712 million expansion of its Mission Viejo campus, 


including: 


• A new patient tower with nearly 100 private rooms 


• New operating suites 


• Additional cardiac catheterization labs 


• Expanded neuroscience, cardiovascular, and maternity programs 


• New health centers in Rancho Mission Viejo and San Clemente 


These projects represent a substantial investment in South Orange County healthcare infrastructure. 


Providence announced this multi-stage expansion beginning in 2022 while simultaneously evaluating 


significant reductions at Laguna Beach.   


For every dollar Providence spent maintaining Laguna Beach, they poured fifty-seven into Mission 


Viejo. When a health system invests three-quarters of a billion dollars in one site while pleading 


poverty regarding a satellite campus eight miles away, the message is unambiguous: the “financial 


constraint” is a myth. Neglect was a choice. 


A fair question for the community is: 


If Providence has the financial capacity to build new facilities and expand Mission Viejo, why is 


preserving emergency and inpatient services in Laguna Beach not receiving the same commitment? 


 


2. The Laguna Beach Campus Has Already Been Gradually Reduced 


Residents have witnessed a steady migration of higher-acuity services away from Laguna Beach and 


toward Mission Viejo over many years. 


The community perception—and one supported by the operational changes over time—is that 


Laguna Beach has been systematically gutted, by design, and transformed from a full-service 


community hospital into a limited-care campus. 


Many residents argue the current situation is not the result of lack of demand, but rather years of 


strategic consolidation. 


 







 
 


This creates a troubling cycle as services were removed Like: 


• April 2023, Providence relocated its outpatient physical therapy clinic from Laguna Beach to 


the Mission Viejo campus. 


• May 2023, Providence relocated both inpatient and outpatient Gastroenterology (GI) services 


from Laguna Beach to Mission Viejo. The organization stated the purpose was to centralize 


specialists and technology at a single location. 


• May 2023, Outpatient Laboratory Services, Discontinued at Laguna Beach 


While Providence described these moves as operational efficiencies, many residents viewed them as 


part of a gradual consolidation of services away from the Laguna Beach campus. 


The concern is straightforward: When specialized services leave a hospital, patient volumes naturally 


decline. Lower utilization can then be cited as, as is currently, justification for additional reductions, 


creating a cycle that ultimately threatens the hospital's long-term viability. Some have called this a 


Strategic Abandonment and an Engineered Collapse of Laguna Beach’s Hospital & Emergency 


Room. 


 


3. Providence Previously Invested in Expanding the Laguna Beach Emergency Department 


In 2019, Mission Hospital completed a major expansion of the Laguna Beach Emergency 


Department. 


The project increased ED capacity by approximately 30%, adding new exam rooms, observation 


chairs, triage space, and increasing total bed capacity to 20. The stated goal was to improve patient 


flow and reduce waiting times.   


This raises an important question: 


Why invest in expanding and modernizing the Emergency Department only a few years ago if the 


long-term plan was to eliminate emergency services? 


The community helped support and fund those improvements with the expectation that emergency 


care would remain available. 


Also, local philanthropists Sue and Bill Gross donated $10 million to Mission Hospital Laguna Beach. 


In recognition of this generous gift, Mission Hospital renamed the Laguna Beach Emergency 


Department - The Sue and Bill Gross Emergency Department at Mission Hospital Laguna Beach. 


According to a report at the time by prnewswire, “Sue and Bill Gross' Spirit of Giving will allow Mission 


Hospital Laguna Beach to implement a comprehensive plan that includes new imaging technologies, 


expanded and enhanced facilities, and the provision of emergency support services to ensure 


sustainability for generations to come.”  


 


 







 
4. Closing the ER Would Affect Far More Than Laguna Beach 


Providence itself has acknowledged that the Laguna Beach campus serves a regional population. 


The potential closure would directly affect residents of: 


• Laguna Beach 


• Dana Point 


• Laguna Niguel 


• Aliso Viejo 


• South Laguna 


• Emerald Bay 


• Monarch Beach 


• Coastal visitors and tourists 


The issue is not simply a “Laguna Beach problem.” Multiple reports specifically identify Dana Point 


and Laguna Niguel residents among those who rely on this facility.   


 


5. Emergency Room Closures Have Measurable Health Consequences 


National research from the NIH found that when emergency departments close: 


• Travel times increase. 


• Remaining hospitals become more crowded. 


• Quality of care can decline. 


• Mortality rates increase at already crowded receiving hospitals. 


One NIH-supported study found that when ER closures significantly increased travel times, one-year 


mortality for heart attack patients at crowded hospitals increased by 8%.   


The principle is simple: 


In emergency medicine, minutes matter. 


• Heart attacks 


• Strokes 


• Drowning incidents 


• Traffic collisions 


• Severe allergic reactions 


• Cardiac arrests 







 
Additional transport time can be the difference between life and death.  


One concern raised by Laguna Beach residents and city officials is that if the Providence Mission 


Hospital Laguna Beach Emergency Department were to close, many of those patients would instead 


be transported to Mission Viejo. Critics argue this could increase patient volume, ambulance traffic, 


and wait times at an already busy regional trauma center. Providence has not published projections 


quantifying what effect a Laguna Beach ER closure would have on Mission Viejo's emergency 


department volumes or wait times.  


Mission Viejo’s Wait times According to Hospitalcaredata;  


ER Wait Time: 42 minutes before being seen by a doctor. 


Time Before Admission: 5 hours 14 minutes before being admitted to hospital.  


Shutting the Laguna Beach ED will only exacerbate the wait and risk. 


 


6. Coastal Geography Makes Laguna Different 


Unlike inland communities, Laguna Beach has limited access routes. 


Key concerns include: 


• Pacific Coast Highway congestion 


• Summer tourism traffic 


• Wildfire evacuations 


• Landslides 


• Coastal storm events 


• Highway incidents 


During peak summer weekends, transporting a patient from Laguna Beach to Mission Viejo can take 


significantly longer than theoretical drive times. 


A coastal city with constrained access should arguably have more emergency capacity—not less. 


 


7. The Community Has Already Paid for This Hospital 


Mission Hospital Laguna Beach exists because generations of local residents, donors, physicians, 


volunteers, and taxpayers built and supported it. 


The hospital is not merely a Providence asset, it is a community institution that has served South 


Orange County since 1959. Providence inherited a public trust along with the facility. The primary 


catalyst for its construction was the 1953 tragic death of Laguna Beach Police Officer Gordon French, 


who was shot and died while being transported to the nearest hospital. His death spurred locals into 


action to ensure no one else would die due to the distance to a hospital….and history may be 


repeating itself! 







 
The community therefore has a legitimate expectation that Providence will explore every reasonable 


option before eliminating emergency services. 


8. Providence’s Seismic Argument Is Real—But Not the End of the Discussion 


Providence estimates that seismic compliance and infrastructure upgrades could cost approximately 


$350 million.   


No one disputes the need for seismic safety. Providence has cited the estimated cost of seismic 


upgrades as a primary reason for proposing the closure of acute care services and the Emergency 


Department at Mission Hospital Laguna Beach 


According to the Los Angeles Times / Daily Pilot article, CEO Seth Teigen told the City Council: 


• The Laguna Beach hospital, built in 1959, must comply with California's 2030 seismic safety 


mandate.  


• Bringing the hospital into compliance would require approximately $300 million in seismic 


retrofitting.  


• An additional $50 million would be needed to replace aging electrical and plumbing systems.  


• Because of those costs, Providence is evaluating a future for the campus that does not 


include an acute-care hospital.  


However, California’s hospital seismic requirements are not a new development. Senate Bill 1953 


was signed into law in 1994—more than three decades ago—and established a long-term framework 


requiring hospitals to evaluate, plan for, retrofit, replace, or modernize facilities to meet seismic safety 


standards. 


Hospital operators have been aware for decades that acute care facilities would eventually be 


required to meet increasingly stringent seismic standards. The final compliance deadlines did not 


suddenly appear. They have been discussed, modified, and extended over many years, giving 


hospital systems significant time to plan capital expenditures and long-term facility strategies. 


Providence acquired Mission Hospital in 2009 with full knowledge of California’s seismic requirements 


and the future obligations associated with maintaining an acute care hospital in Laguna Beach. 


 


The community therefore has every right to ask: 


If seismic compliance has been known for decades, why were long-term plans not developed sooner? 


Why were services moved away from Laguna Beach rather than investing in a strategy to preserve 


emergency and inpatient care? And why is the burden now being placed on local residents, patients, 


and first responders who rely on this facility? 


The challenge of seismic compliance may be real, but it is not unexpected. It is a known obligation 


that hospital operators throughout California have been preparing for over many years. 



https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2026-02-12/laguna-beach-to-launch-effort-to-keep-local-emergency-room?utm_source=chatgpt.com





 
In closing, Mission Hospital Laguna Beach is not simply a hospital building. It is a critical public safety 


asset serving Laguna Beach, Dana Point, Laguna Niguel, Aliso Viejo, and millions of annual visitors 


to South Orange County’s coastline. 


Providence has demonstrated its ability and willingness to invest hundreds of millions of dollars into 


new facilities, expansions, and specialty services elsewhere in the region, almost $2 billion dollars. 


$1.2 Billion for the new tower in Seattle, but more importantly $715 million dollars to the MV Campus.  


At the same time, Laguna Beach residents have watched services steadily migrate away from their 


local hospital. 


Closing the Emergency Department would increase transport times, place additional burdens on 


neighboring hospitals, reduce emergency preparedness during disasters, and jeopardize access to 


timely lifesaving care for coastal residents and visitors. 


The question before the community is not whether Mission Hospital Laguna Beach faces challenges. 


It does. The question is whether a nonprofit healthcare system, with Tax Advantages, should invest in 


preserving emergency access for an entire coastal region or allow a vital community resource to 


disappear. 


This is and always has been a community institution that has served South Orange County since 


1959. Providence inherited a public trust along with the facility. And if they no longer have the appetite 


to serve their mission of providing for the local community then they should Step aside and allow  


another health provider/system who cares about our community take over. 


For public safety, emergency preparedness, equitable healthcare access, and the wellbeing of South 


Orange County residents, Mission Hospital Laguna Beach should remain an acute care hospital with 


a full-service Emergency Department…and we the citizens would greatly appreciate any assistance 


that you can provide…..stick and carrot would work too! 


 


References: 


https://medium.com/laguna-unmuted/strategic-abandonment-the-engineered-collapse-of-laguna-


beach-healthcare-673a916937bf 


https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mission-hospital-laguna-beach-receives-a-10-million-gift-


from-laguna-beach-residents-sue-and-bill-gross-300006703.html 


https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/charities/pdf/SCMC_Health_Impact.pdf 


 


Continue reading and sign this petition on Change.org:  


https://c.org/y8gpqGMp8H 
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A Call to Our Elected Leaders 


We respectfully ask our federal, state, county and local representatives to stand with the residents of 


South Orange County. 


We urge you to: 


• Support preserving Mission Hospital Laguna Beach as a full-service acute care hospital with 


an ER capable of accepting Ambulance traffic 


• Work with Providence, state regulators and community leaders to identify viable funding and 


partnership solutions. 


• Ensure California's seismic safety requirements are met without sacrificing emergency 


healthcare access for an entire coastal region. 


• Advocate for transparency regarding future, projected patient impacts and regional emergency 


preparedness. 


• Maybe request an Exemption from Current Laws 


This is not simply a Laguna Beach issue. 


It is a South Orange County public safety issue. 


Lives will depend on the decisions made over the next several years. 


We ask our elected officials to lead, to advocate, and to help preserve this essential healthcare 


resource for current and future generations. 


 


Respectfully 


Gary Macrides, Dana Point Resident 


garymacrides@gmail.com 
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Thank you for your continued leadership and your commitment to protecting the
health and safety of our community.
 
Respectfully,
 
Gary Macrides
 
Realtor, Green, SRES, SFR
Your OC Coastal Home Connection
www.GaryMacrides.com
DRE#01267654

2025 Dana Point Citizen of the Year 
1st Vice President Dana Point Historical Society
Past President, Orange County Association of Realtors (OCR)
Past REALTOR of the Year (OCR)
Past Ambassador of the Year(s), Dana Point Chamber of Commerce

ry Macrides Gary Macrides
Realtor, SRES, SFR Green

949.370.6827
garymacrides.com
DRE#01267654

SurterreProperties.com
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Why Mission Hospital Laguna Beach Should Remain an Acute Care Hospital with a Full-

Service Emergency Department 

 

In January 2026 Providence Mission Hospital CEO Seth Teigen stood before the Laguna Beach City 

Council stating that the local hospital’s emergency room and acute care services were “not part of the 

long-term plan” 

1. Providence Has Chosen to Invest Elsewhere While Reducing Laguna Beach Services 

Providence has publicly committed to a major $712 million expansion of its Mission Viejo campus, 

including: 

• A new patient tower with nearly 100 private rooms 

• New operating suites 

• Additional cardiac catheterization labs 

• Expanded neuroscience, cardiovascular, and maternity programs 

• New health centers in Rancho Mission Viejo and San Clemente 

These projects represent a substantial investment in South Orange County healthcare infrastructure. 

Providence announced this multi-stage expansion beginning in 2022 while simultaneously evaluating 

significant reductions at Laguna Beach.   

For every dollar Providence spent maintaining Laguna Beach, they poured fifty-seven into Mission 

Viejo. When a health system invests three-quarters of a billion dollars in one site while pleading 

poverty regarding a satellite campus eight miles away, the message is unambiguous: the “financial 

constraint” is a myth. Neglect was a choice. 

A fair question for the community is: 

If Providence has the financial capacity to build new facilities and expand Mission Viejo, why is 

preserving emergency and inpatient services in Laguna Beach not receiving the same commitment? 

 

2. The Laguna Beach Campus Has Already Been Gradually Reduced 

Residents have witnessed a steady migration of higher-acuity services away from Laguna Beach and 

toward Mission Viejo over many years. 

The community perception—and one supported by the operational changes over time—is that 

Laguna Beach has been systematically gutted, by design, and transformed from a full-service 

community hospital into a limited-care campus. 

Many residents argue the current situation is not the result of lack of demand, but rather years of 

strategic consolidation. 

 



 
 

This creates a troubling cycle as services were removed Like: 

• April 2023, Providence relocated its outpatient physical therapy clinic from Laguna Beach to 

the Mission Viejo campus. 

• May 2023, Providence relocated both inpatient and outpatient Gastroenterology (GI) services 

from Laguna Beach to Mission Viejo. The organization stated the purpose was to centralize 

specialists and technology at a single location. 

• May 2023, Outpatient Laboratory Services, Discontinued at Laguna Beach 

While Providence described these moves as operational efficiencies, many residents viewed them as 

part of a gradual consolidation of services away from the Laguna Beach campus. 

The concern is straightforward: When specialized services leave a hospital, patient volumes naturally 

decline. Lower utilization can then be cited as, as is currently, justification for additional reductions, 

creating a cycle that ultimately threatens the hospital's long-term viability. Some have called this a 

Strategic Abandonment and an Engineered Collapse of Laguna Beach’s Hospital & Emergency 

Room. 

 

3. Providence Previously Invested in Expanding the Laguna Beach Emergency Department 

In 2019, Mission Hospital completed a major expansion of the Laguna Beach Emergency 

Department. 

The project increased ED capacity by approximately 30%, adding new exam rooms, observation 

chairs, triage space, and increasing total bed capacity to 20. The stated goal was to improve patient 

flow and reduce waiting times.   

This raises an important question: 

Why invest in expanding and modernizing the Emergency Department only a few years ago if the 

long-term plan was to eliminate emergency services? 

The community helped support and fund those improvements with the expectation that emergency 

care would remain available. 

Also, local philanthropists Sue and Bill Gross donated $10 million to Mission Hospital Laguna Beach. 

In recognition of this generous gift, Mission Hospital renamed the Laguna Beach Emergency 

Department - The Sue and Bill Gross Emergency Department at Mission Hospital Laguna Beach. 

According to a report at the time by prnewswire, “Sue and Bill Gross' Spirit of Giving will allow Mission 

Hospital Laguna Beach to implement a comprehensive plan that includes new imaging technologies, 

expanded and enhanced facilities, and the provision of emergency support services to ensure 

sustainability for generations to come.”  

 

 



 
4. Closing the ER Would Affect Far More Than Laguna Beach 

Providence itself has acknowledged that the Laguna Beach campus serves a regional population. 

The potential closure would directly affect residents of: 

• Laguna Beach 

• Dana Point 

• Laguna Niguel 

• Aliso Viejo 

• South Laguna 

• Emerald Bay 

• Monarch Beach 

• Coastal visitors and tourists 

The issue is not simply a “Laguna Beach problem.” Multiple reports specifically identify Dana Point 

and Laguna Niguel residents among those who rely on this facility.   

 

5. Emergency Room Closures Have Measurable Health Consequences 

National research from the NIH found that when emergency departments close: 

• Travel times increase. 

• Remaining hospitals become more crowded. 

• Quality of care can decline. 

• Mortality rates increase at already crowded receiving hospitals. 

One NIH-supported study found that when ER closures significantly increased travel times, one-year 

mortality for heart attack patients at crowded hospitals increased by 8%.   

The principle is simple: 

In emergency medicine, minutes matter. 

• Heart attacks 

• Strokes 

• Drowning incidents 

• Traffic collisions 

• Severe allergic reactions 

• Cardiac arrests 



 
Additional transport time can be the difference between life and death.  

One concern raised by Laguna Beach residents and city officials is that if the Providence Mission 

Hospital Laguna Beach Emergency Department were to close, many of those patients would instead 

be transported to Mission Viejo. Critics argue this could increase patient volume, ambulance traffic, 

and wait times at an already busy regional trauma center. Providence has not published projections 

quantifying what effect a Laguna Beach ER closure would have on Mission Viejo's emergency 

department volumes or wait times.  

Mission Viejo’s Wait times According to Hospitalcaredata;  

ER Wait Time: 42 minutes before being seen by a doctor. 

Time Before Admission: 5 hours 14 minutes before being admitted to hospital.  

Shutting the Laguna Beach ED will only exacerbate the wait and risk. 

 

6. Coastal Geography Makes Laguna Different 

Unlike inland communities, Laguna Beach has limited access routes. 

Key concerns include: 

• Pacific Coast Highway congestion 

• Summer tourism traffic 

• Wildfire evacuations 

• Landslides 

• Coastal storm events 

• Highway incidents 

During peak summer weekends, transporting a patient from Laguna Beach to Mission Viejo can take 

significantly longer than theoretical drive times. 

A coastal city with constrained access should arguably have more emergency capacity—not less. 

 

7. The Community Has Already Paid for This Hospital 

Mission Hospital Laguna Beach exists because generations of local residents, donors, physicians, 

volunteers, and taxpayers built and supported it. 

The hospital is not merely a Providence asset, it is a community institution that has served South 

Orange County since 1959. Providence inherited a public trust along with the facility. The primary 

catalyst for its construction was the 1953 tragic death of Laguna Beach Police Officer Gordon French, 

who was shot and died while being transported to the nearest hospital. His death spurred locals into 

action to ensure no one else would die due to the distance to a hospital….and history may be 

repeating itself! 



 
The community therefore has a legitimate expectation that Providence will explore every reasonable 

option before eliminating emergency services. 

8. Providence’s Seismic Argument Is Real—But Not the End of the Discussion 

Providence estimates that seismic compliance and infrastructure upgrades could cost approximately 

$350 million.   

No one disputes the need for seismic safety. Providence has cited the estimated cost of seismic 

upgrades as a primary reason for proposing the closure of acute care services and the Emergency 

Department at Mission Hospital Laguna Beach 

According to the Los Angeles Times / Daily Pilot article, CEO Seth Teigen told the City Council: 

• The Laguna Beach hospital, built in 1959, must comply with California's 2030 seismic safety 

mandate.  

• Bringing the hospital into compliance would require approximately $300 million in seismic 

retrofitting.  

• An additional $50 million would be needed to replace aging electrical and plumbing systems.  

• Because of those costs, Providence is evaluating a future for the campus that does not 

include an acute-care hospital.  

However, California’s hospital seismic requirements are not a new development. Senate Bill 1953 

was signed into law in 1994—more than three decades ago—and established a long-term framework 

requiring hospitals to evaluate, plan for, retrofit, replace, or modernize facilities to meet seismic safety 

standards. 

Hospital operators have been aware for decades that acute care facilities would eventually be 

required to meet increasingly stringent seismic standards. The final compliance deadlines did not 

suddenly appear. They have been discussed, modified, and extended over many years, giving 

hospital systems significant time to plan capital expenditures and long-term facility strategies. 

Providence acquired Mission Hospital in 2009 with full knowledge of California’s seismic requirements 

and the future obligations associated with maintaining an acute care hospital in Laguna Beach. 

 

The community therefore has every right to ask: 

If seismic compliance has been known for decades, why were long-term plans not developed sooner? 

Why were services moved away from Laguna Beach rather than investing in a strategy to preserve 

emergency and inpatient care? And why is the burden now being placed on local residents, patients, 

and first responders who rely on this facility? 

The challenge of seismic compliance may be real, but it is not unexpected. It is a known obligation 

that hospital operators throughout California have been preparing for over many years. 

https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2026-02-12/laguna-beach-to-launch-effort-to-keep-local-emergency-room?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 
In closing, Mission Hospital Laguna Beach is not simply a hospital building. It is a critical public safety 

asset serving Laguna Beach, Dana Point, Laguna Niguel, Aliso Viejo, and millions of annual visitors 

to South Orange County’s coastline. 

Providence has demonstrated its ability and willingness to invest hundreds of millions of dollars into 

new facilities, expansions, and specialty services elsewhere in the region, almost $2 billion dollars. 

$1.2 Billion for the new tower in Seattle, but more importantly $715 million dollars to the MV Campus.  

At the same time, Laguna Beach residents have watched services steadily migrate away from their 

local hospital. 

Closing the Emergency Department would increase transport times, place additional burdens on 

neighboring hospitals, reduce emergency preparedness during disasters, and jeopardize access to 

timely lifesaving care for coastal residents and visitors. 

The question before the community is not whether Mission Hospital Laguna Beach faces challenges. 

It does. The question is whether a nonprofit healthcare system, with Tax Advantages, should invest in 

preserving emergency access for an entire coastal region or allow a vital community resource to 

disappear. 

This is and always has been a community institution that has served South Orange County since 

1959. Providence inherited a public trust along with the facility. And if they no longer have the appetite 

to serve their mission of providing for the local community then they should Step aside and allow  

another health provider/system who cares about our community take over. 

For public safety, emergency preparedness, equitable healthcare access, and the wellbeing of South 

Orange County residents, Mission Hospital Laguna Beach should remain an acute care hospital with 

a full-service Emergency Department…and we the citizens would greatly appreciate any assistance 

that you can provide…..stick and carrot would work too! 

 

References: 

https://medium.com/laguna-unmuted/strategic-abandonment-the-engineered-collapse-of-laguna-

beach-healthcare-673a916937bf 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mission-hospital-laguna-beach-receives-a-10-million-gift-

from-laguna-beach-residents-sue-and-bill-gross-300006703.html 

https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/charities/pdf/SCMC_Health_Impact.pdf 

 

Continue reading and sign this petition on Change.org:  

https://c.org/y8gpqGMp8H 

 

 

 

https://medium.com/laguna-unmuted/strategic-abandonment-the-engineered-collapse-of-laguna-beach-healthcare-673a916937bf
https://medium.com/laguna-unmuted/strategic-abandonment-the-engineered-collapse-of-laguna-beach-healthcare-673a916937bf
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mission-hospital-laguna-beach-receives-a-10-million-gift-from-laguna-beach-residents-sue-and-bill-gross-300006703.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mission-hospital-laguna-beach-receives-a-10-million-gift-from-laguna-beach-residents-sue-and-bill-gross-300006703.html
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/charities/pdf/SCMC_Health_Impact.pdf
https://c.org/y8gpqGMp8H


 
 

A Call to Our Elected Leaders 

We respectfully ask our federal, state, county and local representatives to stand with the residents of 

South Orange County. 

We urge you to: 

• Support preserving Mission Hospital Laguna Beach as a full-service acute care hospital with 

an ER capable of accepting Ambulance traffic 

• Work with Providence, state regulators and community leaders to identify viable funding and 

partnership solutions. 

• Ensure California's seismic safety requirements are met without sacrificing emergency 

healthcare access for an entire coastal region. 

• Advocate for transparency regarding future, projected patient impacts and regional emergency 

preparedness. 

• Maybe request an Exemption from Current Laws 

This is not simply a Laguna Beach issue. 

It is a South Orange County public safety issue. 

Lives will depend on the decisions made over the next several years. 

We ask our elected officials to lead, to advocate, and to help preserve this essential healthcare 

resource for current and future generations. 

 

Respectfully 

Gary Macrides, Dana Point Resident 

garymacrides@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:garymacrides@gmail.com
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